
From the Executive Director 
 

Greetings, 

 

 I find myself in awe of all the wisdom and passion that has been 

shared with me by those who love Seeds of Hope Wilson. Seeds of Hope’s 

success is it’s people. 

 I started in January with several training sessions with Priscilla Morel-

lo. Priscilla is a wealth of knowledge about Seeds of Hope and how non-

profits are to be managed. I attended a six-week long class presented by the Leadership 

Cohort by Resourceful Communities. By attending these classes I was awarded a $1,000.00 

mini grant. 

One of my visions is to put Seeds of Hope in the forefront of the Wilson Community. I 

have had the privilege to speak to several civic groups and organizations. It is my hope to 

partner with these groups to help with Seeds of Hope’s ministry. We have received mone-

tary contributions from a few of these groups with the promise of more. 

Money issues for Seeds of Hope have been a worry of mine. However, we have good 

news! There have been several gracious gifts, given by members of Winstead United Meth-

odist Church members. We also received a donation from First Baptist Church of Wilson of 
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$2,000.00 from their Christmas Auction event. In 

addition, North Carolina Healing Communities 

Fund, an affiliate of 

the North Carolina 

Community Founda-

tion, awarded Seeds 

of Hope Wilson a 

grant for $40,964.00 for general operational use. 

We have three major fundraising projects.  

• May 14, we will have our 2nd Annual Seeds of 

Hope Wilson Golf Tournament. (See page 6 for 

more details.) 

• Casita Brewing Company is allowing us to pro-

mote Seeds of Hope Wilson for the entire 

month of June.  (See the back cover for a calen-

dar of potential events/activities.) 

• Finally, we will have a booth at the Wilson Farm-

ers & Artisan Market at the Vollis Simpson 

(Continued from page 1) 

From the Executive Director 

Whirligig Park every second and last Saturday 

through August 28. 

We have initiated a new community outreach 

program with our Backyard Buddies Project. 

Winstead’s United Methodist Men have con-

structed ten 3’ X 3’ garden boxes. Families in the 

neighborhood around the Seeds of Hope House 

have agreed to accept and maintain these gar-

den boxes. Soil and plants are included. We are 

excited about this project and we will keep you 

posted on its progress. 

In closing, let me say, I am excited about what 

we have been able to achieve. Our success is due 

to everyone's hard work, support and dedication 

to Seeds of Hope! Feel free to call me with your 

comments, questions and suggestions. 

In his service,  

Jim Howard 

Executive Director  

252-469-3823 

It is with sadness that we share about the death 

of Maria Resendiz's husband, Ricardo Leon-

Alejandro. Maria is a member of the board of 

Seeds of Hope Wilson.  

Please keep this family in prayer--for the life of 

Ricardo and for Maria and her three sons as they 

mourn the loss of their loved one.  

If you would like to help the family, contact  

Vicenta Cariño at 252-363-8078.  

In Memoriam 
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COMMUNITY GARDEN UPDATE 

January was very cold and wet, but we put in a 

lot of workdays! We started by planting about 250 

early spring seedlings like cabbage, collards, broc-

coli, and herbs. Julia raised the seedlings at home 

because of ongoing Covid restrictions. We were 

delighted to harvest 7 wheelbarrow-loads of com-

post from our piles, a big "first" for Seeds of Hope. 

We spread our "black gold" all over the garden.  

We received a donation of a chest freezer from 

Gary Farmer, and began receiving donations of 

frozen venison from Hunters for the Hungry, 

which were distributed to families.  

We participated in an MLK Day of Service by 

going to a Lane Street Project workday and work-

ing to help clear overgrowth from a historic Afri-

can-American cemetery. 

In February, our neighbor on Carroll St. cleared 

the property line between his fence and ours, and 

we seized the opportunity to get that part of the 

property more under control. We transplanted the 

blueberry bushes to that area and mulched it 

heavily. Mr. Isiah worked very hard to clear the re-

maining area along that fence line. The area still 

needs work, but is looking a lot better.  

A lot of work was done in the Pirate Forest Gar-

den as well. Many weeds were pulled, and some 

beds were prepared along the front fence line for 

annual and perennial flowers. In the communal 

garden, we planted our early spring seedlings 

along with seeds and potatoes. Then we turned 

right around and planted another 200+ summer 

seedlings like tomatoes, peppers, and eggplants, 

which started at Julia's house but are now growing 

under lights at SOHH . 

In March, we delivered SOHW garden coloring 

books to Vick Elementary, along with teacher-

requested seed pod kits and seed matching kits. It 

was exciting to do something for our Vick stu-

dents! We miss having visitors in the garden.  

(Continued on page 4) 

By Julia Newton,  

Community Garden Coor-

dinator 

Vick Principal, Dr. Walthall, and Board member and 
Media Specialist, Mandy Jenkins, receive the coloring 
books donated by Seeds of Hope Wilson.  



Seeds of Hope Wilson Pg. 4 May-June 2021 

 

These coloring books will be available for pur-

chase at our booth at the Wilson Farmers & Arti-

san Market.   

The garden had some warm days, making our 

crops grow well. We started harvesting kale, col-

lards, cilantro, parsley, and dill at the end of 

March. We up-potted 

our summer seedlings 

for Seeds of Hope and 

the Backyard Garden 

Project and placed 

them under lights at 

Seeds of Hope House. 

The garden managers 

are learning how to 

grow and raise seed-

lings for use in our 

garden. Growing our own seedlings saves SOHW 

hundreds of dollars a year, and allows us to 

choose exactly what we want to grow.  

More work has been done on the area behind 

SOHH . Community volunteer Steve Mercer has 

helped cut and remove many bothersome weed 

trees, and even pulled out the stumps. We will 

continue to work on this area and will mulch and 

plant it after it has been cleared. 

Into April and beyond, we will start transition-

ing from cool season crops to warm season ones, 

s t a r t i n g 

with beans 

and cu-

c u m b e r s , 

squashes , 

and then 

(Continued from page 3) 

COMMUNITY GARDEN UPDATE 

tomatoes, peppers, and corn. We hope to grow 

some plants and produce to benefit our 

Farmer's Market booth. We plan to plant flowers 

all over the place, including a collaboration with 

Vick STEM students, who will germinate sun-

flowers for us.  

We look forward to doing more work on the 

Pirate Forest Garden, getting it ready for play 

features. You are always welcome to join us for 

our Tuesday and Saturday workdays, 8-10 am. 

We would enjoy your masked and socially dis-

tanced company! 

Seeds of Hope Wilson (SOHW) is calling on all 

area gardeners to grow an extra row of garden 

produce for SOHW to help make even more fresh 

produce available to those who need it.  The gar-

den workdays will feature a give-away table each 

Tuesday and Saturday.   
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Thank you to the United Methodist Men of 

Winstead United Methodist Church for making and 

donating 10 “Backyard Garden Boxes” for families at 

Seeds of Hope. Garden buddies will be available to 

each family to help them begin their own family gar-

den.   

 

Seeds of Hope Wilson  
Scholarship 

An endowed scholarship has been established 

at Wilson Community College in the name of 

Seeds of Hope Wilson. This scholarship is based 

on need, and students who attended Vick Elemen-

tary School or are parents of Vick students will be 

given priority.  If there is no Vick applicant, anoth-

er student with need will be chosen.  

Initially, one $1,000 scholarship will be award-

ed, but as the endowment grows, more scholar-

ships will become available. To donate to this 

scholarship, make your check out to Wilson Com-

munity College Foundation, write “Seeds of Hope 

Wilson Scholarship” on the memo line, and mail to 

the foundation at P. O. Box 4305, Wilson, NC 

27893.  

Thank you, to the anonymous donors, for this 

generous and compassionate expression of God’s 

love to the families, our partners, at Vick! 

Hispanic Project Ministry 

By Vicenta Cariño 

The Hispanic Project has had a busy year.  We 

began by helping families filling out applications 

for rising Kindergarteners online. This is the first 

year that families must apply online. 

Promotoras worked together with the Wilson 

Medical Group on a campaign to reach the Latino 

population at Vick Elementary and friends to re-

ceive the Covid-19 vaccine. Twenty five individuals 

received their first dose on March 11 and second 

dose on April 15. Because of their willingness to 

get vaccinated, other families are showing an in-

terest in receiving it. 

We met with a new group to work with teens to 

help pursue higher education in North Carolina. 

We plan to visit campuses and talk with them 

about the challenges of going to college.  

The United Methodist Men from Winstead 

UMC donated 10 raised garden boxes.  These will 

be given to ten families or individuals in the Vick 

area to have a garden at home. We hope “garden 

buddies” will help these families/individuals get 

started and raise their own garden.  They were al-

so invited to participate in the garden activities at 

Seeds of Hope House.   

Every summer promotoras learn to put healthy 

practices in place. We will engage in activities to 

help our families and children to learn new ways 

to be healthy.  We invite the community to partici-

pate. More details will available closer to the sum-

mer.   
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ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT 
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Second and Last Saturdays 

8:00 am - 1:00 pm Wilson Farmers & Artisan Market 

Every Tuesday and Saturday 

8:00 am - 10:00 am Community Garden Workday 
 

May 

Tuesday, May 11 

7:00 pm Executive Committee 

Friday, May 14 

11:30 am Golf Tournament Lunch 
1:00 pm Golf Tournament begins 
 

June 

Tuesday, June 8 

7:00 pm Annual Meeting 
 

SOHW Month at Casita Brewing  

all events take place at 217 South St., S 

 

A silent auction is planned for the month,  

with items awarded on Saturday, June 26.. 

 

Tuesday, June 3 

6:30 pm Paint and Pour  

Saturday, June 5 

10:00 am - 12:00 pm Pottery Planter Workshop 

Wednesday, June 9 

7:00 pm - 8:00 pm SoCo Cooking Demonstration 

Thursday, June 10 

7:00 pm - 8:00 pm Container Gardening with Leane 

Friday, June 11 

7:00 pm - 8:00 pm Aguas Frescas 

Saturday, June 12 

7:00 pm - 8:30 pm Singer’s Studio 

Tuesday, June 15 

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm Glaze Your Own Mug 

Friday, June 18 

4:30 pm - 8:00 pm Fermentation Workshops 

7:00 pm - 8:00 pm Herbal Teas with Misty 

Saturday, June 19 

7:00 pm - 10:00 pm Adult Pirate Party 

 

On the Calendar 


